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1. Intention of OIML D1
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1. Intention of OIML D1

Prof. Manfred Kochsiek

former Vice president of PTB

and former CIML President

(this year 70s birthday)



P. Ulbig – Law on metrology OIML D1       2011-09-06
6

1. Intention of OIML D1
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1. Intention of OIML D1

Preliminary note:

Every country has its own
- history
- traditions
- mentality
- needs

Therefore it´s not the intention of OIML D1
to prescribe anything !!!

Collection of useful elements
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1. Intention of OIML D1

Scope:
“This Document, …, gives advice on the issues to be 
considered when drawing up national laws related to 
metrology.”

“… (maybe for) one general law covering all legal aspects 
of metrology or separate laws, each related to a specific 
aspect of metrology.”
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1. Intention of OIML D1

Maybe related to:
“ … regulation on legal units of measurement, legislation 
on traceability, on measuring equipment (weights and 
measures act), … law on consumer protection or 
conformity assessment.”

Invitation to every country:
“The bodies responsible for drawing up such laws are 
invited to select the appropriate elements from this 
Document, examine their relevancy and if necessary 
adapt them to their needs.”

invitation to you to reflect your systems !
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Overview (36 elements):
- national metrology infrastructure (6 elements)
- organisation of the authorities (5 elements)
- legal units of measurement (2 elements)
- transparency of metrol. information (2 elements)
- legal metrology (4 elements)
- application of the law (6 elements)
- offences against the law (6 elements)
- responsibilities and duties (2 elements)
- conformity assessment, financial provisions,
hierarchy of legal documents (3 elements) 
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Is there a national metrology policy ?
(covering all necessary aspects of legal metrology?) 
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Are all these aspects appropriately regulated ?
(i.e. are all aspects covered?) 
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Are the tasks of the designated institute(s) 
clearly defined ?
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Are the national measurement standards and
reference materials compatible on an international
level ?
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Do responsible bodies have to demonstrate
their competence ? 
Shall there be any difference between private and 
governmental bodies ?
Accreditation of private bodies and/or supervision
by governmental metrology bodies ?
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Are there sufficient resources for the public institutes ?
Are there clear procedures to prevent unfair 
competition (subsidiarity) ?
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Is there one central national authority who is
designated or are the responsibilities distributed ?
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Do the stakeholders participate somehow in the
field of legal metrology ?
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

How close is the regulation to recommendations
of OIML and international standards ?
Are evaluation results from other countries
accepted or recognized ? 
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Are the requirements on bodies taking over tasks
in a national legal metrology system clearly defined ? 
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2. Elements for a law on metrology

Are all tasks organised and is the repartition between
the central and the local metrology authorities
defined ? 
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